
                                                 Durham County Women’s Commission 
                                                                    Minutes        
                                                               April 10, 2002 
 
Present:  Kim Thornton, Veronica Hicks, Gale Meyer, Rhonda Turner, Linda Foreman 
 
The meeting was called in response to Beth’s resignation and concern regarding the  
Commission’s focus and future.   
   Kim reviewed the stated purpose:  provide information on women’s needs, serve as a 
referral source for women’s needs, recommend actions to the County Commissioners, 
conduct programs and special events. 
   Some members shared expectations they had coming onto the commission:  truly an 
advisor; working towards a women’s center in Durham  
   
   Several questions/issues were raised:   

--generally a lack of relationship with County Commissioners 
--is it effective, worth the energy ? 
--where is our niche ? 
--how do other commissions function ? (contact Gary Umstead; search other minutes) 
--how do women’s commissions in other counties work ? 
--what are commissioner’s expectations of women’s commission ( meet with  
       Mary Ann Black ?) 
          
Consensus:  need to define focus and have realistic action plan 
Consensus:  dissolving ourselves would set things back 
 
Focus on positives we have accomplished:  connection with women’s agenda 
                                                                      web site 
                                                                      newsletter and distribution                     

                                                                           annual contact with county commissioners 
                                                                           increase in funding 
                                                                           workshops 
 
Plan moving forward:  contact Mary Ann Black for possible meeting 
 
                        work session at our usual meeting time: 
 
                                             April 24,  6 pm 
                           Location:  t.b.a  ( hopefully library) 
                   Please come !  and if you can’t, get ideas to Kim 
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